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NORCO, CA – The Dart Foundation has given a $48,870.00 dollar grant to the Corona-Norco Unified School District 
to purchase equipment for the Circle Initiative – Corona STEAM for Elementary School Project.  
 
In recent years, CNUSD has established the Corona STEM Academy at the seventh through 12 grade levels. The 
district would like to offer the same opportunities at the Elementary Level beginning with three schools located in 
the “circle area” of Corona, which predominately services students who have been identified as economically 
disadvantaged and English Learners. The three schools are Jefferson, Garretson, and Coronita.  
 
The grant will fund the purchase of Makerspace Activity Labs, Makerbot 3-D printers and VEX Robotics to enhance 
the learning opportunities of students at these three schools to gain knowledge of a career technical education 
and 21st century skills.  
 
CNUSD is excited about the opportunity to increase the quality and rigor of our core curriculum and instruction by 
adding STEAM at the elementary level. The engagement in STEAM activities will provide targeted additional 
support in an effort to close the achievement gap in our Circle City Schools and will "blaze the trail" for the 
remaining elementary schools to become involved in STEAM. These opportunities will provide enthusiasm and 
high levels of engagement that promote a hands-on active learning environment for our students. By increasing 
the number of students, from an early age, into Career Technical Education (CTE) pathways, the goal will be to 
promote 21st Century skills to become college and career ready. 
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### 

 
The Corona-Norco Unified School District is located approximately 45 miles southeast of Los 
Angeles in western Riverside County. CNUSD consists of thirty-one elementary schools, eight 
intermediate/middle schools, five comprehensive high schools, a middle college high school and 
three alternative schools. The district serves over 53,000 students in the diverse communities of 
Corona, Norco, and Eastvale. CNUSD is the largest school district in Riverside County and the tenth 
largest district in California. 
 
The Dart Foundation is a private family foundation established by Dart Container Corporation founder 
William A. Dart and his wife Claire T. Dart.  The Foundation supports projects that enhance education, 
especially in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math, and those that improve the quality 
of life in specific communities. 

 
  


